
 
Gene Wilhoit was selected Kentucky’s third Education Commissioner in 
September 2000. 
 
Wilhoit oversees the Kentucky Department of Education, which operates under 
an annual budget of $3.1 billion, almost all of which is passed through to local 
schools. The department provides assistance and resources to the state’s 176 
school districts and nearly 1,300 schools. He supervises approximately 800 
employees in Frankfort and across the state.  
 
Wilhoit, a native of Tennessee, began his education career at Northmont Junior 
High School in Englewood, Ohio, where he was a social studies teacher. After his 
stint there and in other public schools, he moved on to the Indiana Department of 
Public Instruction as a program director. Wilhoit also has served as executive 
director of the National Association of State Boards of Education and Special 
Assistant in the United States Department of Education. He was chief state 
school officer for the Arkansas Department of Education before coming to the 
Kentucky Department of Education in 1997 as deputy commissioner for the 
Bureau of Learning Support Services.  
 
Wilhoit holds a master’s degree in teaching, political science and economics from 
Indiana University in Bloomington and a bachelor’s degree in history and 
economics from Georgetown College. He also has studied educational 
administration at West Virginia College of Graduate Studies in Charleston.  
 
Wilhoit is a member of the American Association of School Administrators, the 
Council of Chief State School Officers and the board of directors for the Agency 
for Instructional Technology. He was chair of the Education Commission of the 
States Advisory Commission from 1989 to 1991. 
 
A resident of Lawrenceburg in Anderson County, Wilhoit and his wife, Rebecca 
Campbell Wilhoit, have three children -- Christopher, Kara and Jason. 
 

 


